TALKING  TO JSOYS,

and the difficult position of a commander who has to order
an assault which he knows will lead to great sacrifice of
life. Sherman replied that such matters become a necessity,
and are part of the soldier's business, however trying.
Personal feelings cannot be considered on such occasions.

"As we left the cottage, he turned and looked around,
saying, with a characteristic laugh, ' How are the points
of the compass here ? I am an old campaigner and like to
know the exact location of places where I have been enter-
tained, so that I ean find them again.'

" I was anxious that my boy, who was off fishing, should
see the hero of the war, at the impressionable age of youth,
and he fortunately came up just then with a son of Mac-
Gahan, the famous war correspondent in the Balkans.
Sherman had known the latter intimately, having traveled
500 miles in his company during his Russian journey. He
greeted both boys in a fatherly fashion, and at my request
gave each of them a visiting card as a memento of the
meeting. Presently I ventured to say :

"'General, these youngsters have no conception of a
commander doing anything but prancing around in full
uniform, on a fiery steed, or leading charges sword in hand,
and cutting down a score of fellows with his own hand.
Won't you tell them if you ever did any actual fighting like
Caesar and Alexander, and how many hundred men you
have killed ?'

" Sherman laughed good-naturedly, and patting the boys
on the head said that he was usually away from the thick,
of the fighting, and he only remembered once engaging
personally in it. He and his staff were under fire, and he
noticed one man. on the other side who seemed to be in
plain view, a&d who was peppering them as fast as he could
load and fire, Acting upon a su.dden impulse Sherman above that during all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